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(Pitot and Sirica, 1980). These vitamins may also modulate other
processes such as immunosurveillance, which may affect the ultimate
outcome of carcinogenesis.  Impairment of the immune function has been
demonstrated in pyridoxine-deficient animals (Axelrod and Trakatellis,
1964), and it seems likely that major disruption of energy or carbohy-
drate metabolism by deficiencies of riboflavin or thiamine, as well as
disruption of normal cell replication by deficiencies in folate or
vitamin B^2, would affect immune surveillance*  Because of the inter-
relationships among the B vitamins and their relationships with other
major dietary components, it is difficult to explain specifically the
effects on promotional events (Diamond et_ al., 1980).

The modulation of carcinogenesis by the B vitamins under conditions
of normal dietary intake is probably minimal.  However, a change of in-
take of a specific B vitamin may be warranted when a specific chemical
carcinogen is present.

Summary and Conclusions

The relationship of dietary B vitamins to the occurrence of cancer
has not been studied epidemiologically. There have been a few inade-
quate laboratory investigations to determine whether there is a rela-
tionship between the various B vitamins and the occurrence of cancer.
Therefore, no conclusions can be drawn.